Sites, archaeological landscapes, which reveal Aboriginal land use best?

Jim Rhoads
An area encompassing more than 400 km® in the semi-arid region of the inland Pilbara was com- &
pletely surveyed for sites, as a part of a compliance archaeclogy consultancy. Caroline Bird
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Location Map—Eastern Chich- Archasological record comprises mare Ten groupings of sites analysed, with each group
ester Range Study area shown than 2000 sites. Surface artefact scatter is  being about 3 km’. Six were located in the rang-
mast numerous site type, and 45 rock o5, four on the plains. [Base map shows range-
shetters (13 had cultural deposits) found land landforms; brown indicates hills and ranges)
in the: ranges
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Ranges Group 1 = concentric circles around Plains Group 8 - Locality is char- Dnlves ()
rock shelter shown at 500 & 1000m. Cultural acterised by low density flaked
remains maostly appear in association with stone artefact scatters with great. % retouched 12 5

creck systems, Density of cultural remaing s

&5t concentrations toward the
low at most localides while overall site richness

is high centre and in the west, Millstones
L and mullers are most often found
near criek lines,

Table comparing ranges v plains
surface scatters, demonstrating
distinct differences in the assem-

blages.
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Y P Toward a regional pattern—multivariate plot illustrating wariability
E - A among surface scatters—plains (red), ranges (blue) and near Fortescue
T 2 u® A i Marsh (green). [1st component = artefact length & % cortex; 2nd come-
} I j‘ﬁ 5 " N ponent = flake : core ratio & artefact length.]
S . "_;. A The plains groups generally form a dght cluster that is disinct from
S im Marsh and ranges groups, which separate relatively well.
41 NB As shown in other analyses, this pattern is not influenced by the
bl A i
A availability of different raw material types across the reglon,
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S—— RESULTS—change the scale
Shifting from a site to lacality and then to a regional perspective brings out
Ackncwiedgemaents patterning In the archaeological record. Several ethnographic studies have in-
_“.Kadka Kardka Nyivaparli Abadginal Corporation formed this view for quite some time, in particularly O'Connell (1987} and Pick-
ering (2002)
ﬂ s Foraieas That i A landscape perspective offers a better means to assess and communicate our
S data to a wide variety of stakeholders.
= - Flona Hook and Archae-aus staff
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